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WHAT TO EXPECT IN 2026 

“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: 
many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” - Daniel 12:4  

 
Ready, Set, Go!   2026 is off 

to a running start.  What can we 
expect in this new year? 

AMERICA CELEBRATES ITS 
250TH BIRTHDAY 

The celebration of 
America’s 250th birthday 
kicked off at 12:04 AM on 
January 1 when the Times 
Square Ball was raised and dropped with the words, 
“AMERICA 250.” 

Rosie Rios, Chair of America250, will kick off the 
Semiquincentennial year on New Year’s Eve in 
Times Square — the most watched celebration on 
the planet — signaling that the largest and most 
inspiring celebration and commemoration in our 
nation’s history is underway in 2026.  “Our goal is 
to inspire all 350 million Americans to join in this 
moment to celebrate our country.” 

America250 is one of many organizations 
planning celebrations of this important milestone.   

THE ECONOMY 
The economy will either grow, go down, or remain 

the same.   How’s that for a prediction? 
I expect that it will grow, as the impact of President 

Trump’s economic policies kick in, including the “Big 
Beautiful Bill, tariffs, and recruitment of business to 
return to the U.S.   

TECHNOLOGY 
2026 will no doubt see advances in technology, 

including growth in artificial intelligence and its 
applications across various sectors, such as biomedicine 
and industry.  
 

 

ELECTIONS 2026 
This is an election year – all 

members of the House of 
Representatives, one third of the 
Senate and all New York State 
Legislators are up for re-election.   
Democrats will be pulling out all 
stops to regain control of both the 
House and Senate.   

Governor Kathy Hochul is also 
up for re-election.  She has primary challengers: Lt. 
Governor Antonio Degado (a “progressive Democrat) 
and Jean Anglade (a Moslem), and possibly others.   

Right now, it looks like Bruce Blakeman, the Nassau 
County Executive, will be her Republican Challenger.  He 
is already running ads. 

Could he win?  Yes, it is possible, if he does 
extremely well in Metro New York City and carries the 
rest of the State.   

MORE MOSLEMS IN POLITICAL OFFICES 
Zohran Mamdani is now the Mayor of New York 

City.  He took his oath by using a Quaran rather than a 
Bible.  He is just the tip of the iceberg – 42 American 
Muslims have been elected to public office, including 
mayors, state legislators, judges, and even Congress.  
This is a growing trend fueled by organizations like CAIR 
(Council on American-Islamic Relations).  I remind you 
that Islam is incompatible with America’s beliefs such as 
freedom of religion.  

WHAT WON’T CHANGE IN 2026 
God will still be good; 

Jesus will still be King of Kings; 
The Bible will still be true; 

The Gospel will still save; and  
Grace will still be amazing! 
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EAGLE’S EYE ON NEW YORK 
“Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have 

not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye 
clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth 

wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes.” 
 - Haggai 1:6  

“With a polarizing new mayor in New York City, 
countless high-profile elections and an ever-
unpredictable (and often hostile) federal regime, 2026 
certainly won’t be a boring year in Albany. 

 -City & State (12/22/20250 
The Legislature begins Year 2 

of this Session on January 7.  In 
the first year over 14,000 bills 
were introduced and 855 (same-
as bills) were approved by both 
Houses of the Legislature.  

Governor Kathy Hochul signed most, but not all of them. 
The Legislature may try to override her vetoes or 

simply pass another similar bill with some changes. 
On January 13, Governor Kathy Hochul will give her 

State of the State message to the Legislature.  Later in 
the month, she will submit her proposed 2025-26 state 
budget. 

NYS Senator Thomas F. O’Mara (R-S-58th) sums up 
the situation well: 

“We are going to find out if the (58th Senate District) 
forces aligning behind a state government that contin-
ues to spend and tax beyond the means of New Yorkers 
to afford it, will continue to win out in a state that 
clearly must rein in spending and reduce a tax and 
regulatory burden that already is overwhelming for most 
state and local tax payers.” 

NEW LAWS IN 2026 
Minimum Wage:  Beginning on January 1, the minimum 
wage in New York is $16 ($17 in New York City, Long 
Island and Westchester County).  
Consumer Protection:  The Legislature passed several 
Consumer Protects bills (some were included in the 
2024-25 state budget).  
• A new law will make it easier for consumers to 

cancel online subscriptions they don't want 
anymore. 

• Online retailers will be required to post their return 
and refund policies publicly. 

• New rules will be established for "Buy Now, Pay 
Later" loans, including the structuring of licensing 
and supervision. 

• "Surveillance pricing," or how retailers use customer 
data to set prices. 

A Bad Bill Put on Hold 
New York was set to adopt a controversial law on Jan. 1 
that requires new construction buildings that are below 
seven stories tall and commercial buildings with 100,000 
square feet or more, to have electric heat and appli-
ances.  However, attorneys for the state agreed in mid-
November to suspend its implementation until an 
appeals court rules on a lawsuit filed by various trade 
groups and unions who challenged it.  

MAMDAMI – THE NEW MAYOR OF NEW YORK CITY 
Zohran Madami was 

sworn in as the Mayor of 
New York City twice on 
January 1.  The first in a 
private ceremony shortly 
after midnight and then later 
in the day at a public ceremony.  He made it clear where 
he stood – “I was elected as a democratic socialist, and I 
will govern as a democratic socialist,” Mamdani said. “I 
will not abandon my principles for fear of being deemed 
‘radical.’”  

Those hoping Mamdani might moderate his views 
upon taking office may have received a wake-up call in 
his New Year's Day speech. 

The new mayor didn't shirk from his socialist identity 
upon taking office, vowing to draw the city together by 
replacing "the frigidity of rugged individualism with the 
warmth of collectivism." 

Among his first actions as mayor, Mamdani revoked 
orders by his predecessor, Eric Adams, including 
Executive Order 61, which provided additional NYPD 
security to synagogues in the city and axed the 
definition of antisemitism adopted by the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA). 

LIBERAL LOGIC????? 
“The administration considers anyone who crosses the 

border illegally to be a criminal.” —"60 Minutes"  
Apparently, they think that thought is strange. 

MINISTRY UPDATE 
Our plan to see ALL of our family over the Christmas 

break did not work out due to some of the family getting 
the flu.  Still, we enjoyed seeing SOME of our family.  

Beginning January 22, I will be teaching a class on 
the Minor Prophets at North Star Bible Institute.  

TOM’S SCHEDULE 
January 11 Folsomdale Baptist Church, Cowlesville, NY 
January 18  Amazing Grace Baptist Church, Oriskany, NY 
January 25 Evangelical Baptist Church, Buffalo, NY (AM) 
               Calvary Heights Baptist Church, Elma, NY (PM) 

https://www.cbsnews.com/newyork/news/ny-all-electric-building-law-delayed/
https://www.businessinsider.com/abandoned-nyc-subway-station-city-hall-photos-2025-12
https://www.businessinsider.com/abandoned-nyc-subway-station-city-hall-photos-2025-12

