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The Story of Thanksgiving 

“O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.” -- Psalm 107:1 
 

 The first Thanksgiving service 
known to be held by Europeans in 
North America occurred on May 
27, 1578, in Newfoundland, 
although earlier Church-type 
services were probably held by 
Spaniards in St. Augustine, Florida. 

Some historians believe that 
the Popham Colony in Maine 
conducted a thanksgiving service in 1607.  We do know that 
the Jamestown settlers held a thanksgiving service that 
same year, celebrating their safe arrival in America.  They 
also held a second thanksgiving service in 1610 when a 
supply ship arrived after a particularly harsh winter.  But it 
is the 1621 Thanksgiving Feast of the Pilgrims that most of 
us think of as the “first Thanksgiving.”  

The Pilgrims had left Plymouth, England on September 
1620, carrying 102 passengers – men and women seeking a 
new home where they could freely practice their faith. 

After 66 days at sea in truly unpleasant stormy 
conditions, the Mayflower and its passengers finally 
reached North America on 21 November, 1620. 

But instead of laying anchor in New Virginia where they 
had permission to colonize, storms had forced the 
Mayflower far off course, and the ship landed near Cape 
Cod.  They spent a month looking for a good location for 
their colony. 

That first winter in New England was brutal.  While the 
men went ashore to build a fort and homes, the women 
stayed on board the Mayflower.  By spring, half of their 
number had died.   

In March 1621, an English speaking Native American, 
called Samoset, entered the Plymouth colony and 
introduced himself.  He later brought a friend, Squanto, 
who in turn introduced Wampanoag Chief Massasoit.   

The Pilgrims were able to establish a peace treaty with 
Massasoit and the Wampanoag Indians, and they taught the 
newcomers how to hunt, plant crops and how to get the 
best of their harvest, saving the Pilgrims from starvation. 

Following a successful harvest 
that fall, the Pilgrims decided to 
celebrate with a three-day festival.  
William Bradford, Plymouth’s 
governor in 1621, wrote briefly of the 
event in Of Plymouth Plantation.  But 
it is through Edward Winslow that 
we know most of what we know 
about that first Thanksgiving.  

According to his account, a three-day feast was held 
somewhere between late September and mid-November 
1621.  Chief Massasoit and 90 Indians joined the surviving 
Pilgrims (22 men, 4 married women, and 25 children and 
teenagers) In the celebration.  

A second feast of Thanksgiving was held on November 
29, 1623.  Governor William Bradford’s Proclamation 
thanked God for an abundant harvest, bountiful game, 
protection from “the ravages of savages…disease” and for 
the “freedom to worship God according to the dictates of 
our own conscience.”   

Festivals of Thanksgiving were held sporadically in New 
England and elsewhere in the colonies for the next 150 
years. 

During the American Revolution, after the Americans 
declared independence from Great Britain, the United 
States’ Continental Congress issued a Thanksgiving 
proclamation every year from 1777 to 1784 to beseech and 
thank God for His continued assistance and mercy for the 
new nation.  

 When the revolution ended, Congress asked first 
President George Washington to recommend to the people 
of the United States “a day of public thanksgiving and prayer 
to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the 
many signal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording 
them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of 
government for their safety and happiness. 

Although other regional days of Thanksgiving were 
observed in the nation, it was not until 1864 that an annual  
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Day of Thanksgiving began with a Proclamation by 
President Abraham Lincoln. 

In his Proclamation, he not only encouraged the 
American people to thank God for his manifold blessings, 
but also: 

 “I recommend to them that while offering up the 
ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular deliverances 
and blessings, they do also, with humble penitence for our 
national perverseness and disobedience, commend to His 
tender care all those who have become widows, orphans, 
mourners or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which 
we are unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the 
interposition of the Almighty Hand to heal the wounds of 
the nation and to restore it as soon as may be consistent 
with the Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, 
harmony, tranquility and Union.” 

Tomorrow is Thanksgiving Day 2025.  Don’t just make it 
a day for football, family, and food; make it a genuine day 
of Thanksgiving to God for His manifold blessings! 

Eagle’s Eye on the Nation 
“Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an 

enemy are deceitful.” - Proverbs 27:6  
 FRIENDS OR MAYBE NOT 

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman received 
the royal treatment this week in his first visit to the White 
House since 2018. He was greeted at the South Portico with 
an Army honor guard of black horses bearing American and 
Saudi flags, herald trumpeters, and a flyover of six F-15 and 
F-35 fighter jets that streaked across the Washington sky. 
The pomp continued with a grand dinner Tuesday evening.  

The Saudis had initially pledged to invest $600 billion in 
the United States, but this week, Trump got his friend, as he 
called him, to agree to more -$1 trillion. 

In exchange, the President confirmed that he would be 
willing to sign off on the sale of F-35 stealth fighter jets to 
the kingdom. This could shift the balance of power in the 
Middle East but also bring the Saudis back into the diplo-
matic fold, further alienating Iran.  He also designated Saudi 
Arabia as a “Major Non-NATO Ally.” 

Saudi Arabia, like all Muslim countries, should not be 
trusted, and giving them F-35 stealth fighter jets is a 
mistake.  

THE ENEMY WITHIN 
A vote to condemn the “horrors of socialism” passed 

on a mostly party-line vote Friday, with 98 Democrats 
voting against it and 199 Republicans voting for it. 

The bill passed 285-98. No Republicans voted against 
the bill, although 20 Republicans did not vote. 

On the Democrat side, it was far from unanimous, 
with 86 members voting in favor, and 98 against.  Two 
Democrats voted “present” and 27 did not vote. 

- The Daily Signal (11/21/25) 

CONGRESSIONAL HIJINKS 
On Tuesday, the House passed a resolution rebuking 

Representative Jesús “Chuy” García (D-IL) for allegedly 
“undermining the process of a fair and free election” with 
his controversially timed retirement.  García filed for 
reelection last month but exited the race less than two 
weeks later.  His chief of staff—now the only Democrat on 
the primary ballot—filed to run, hours before the 
deadline. 

On Wednesday, Representative Sheila Cherfilus-
McCormick (D-FL) was indicted by the Justice Department 
for allegedly laundering $5M in FEMA funds to support her 
2021 congressional campaign.  Cherfilus-McCormick, who 
faces up to 53 years in prison if convicted, called the 
indictment “an unjust, baseless, sham.” 

30,000 LOST KIDS RESCUED 
Border Czar Tom Homan, talking to Fox News’s Jesse 

Watters this week, announced that the Trump adminis-
tration has already found nearly 30,000 of the missing 
children. Homan hammered the violent anti-ICE protesters 
in North Carolina and other states for pretending to be full 
of compassion for illegal aliens and yet actively trying to 
interfere with the federal officers who are saving kids and 
bringing traffickers to justice. 

 
LIBERAL LOGIC 

““Because of my lived experience as an Afro-Latina, 
I’m able to look at this world with a different prism, and 
I’m able to tell this country and tell this audience and 
tell my fellow co-hosts some uncomfortable truths.  This 
is a country based on racism and slavery and founded in 
it.  There is systemic racism and misogyny.” 

 —"The View" co-host Sunny Hostin  
No, our nation was founded on the great proposition 
that “all men are created equal.” 

Ministry Report 
November 16-22 

I preached at one of my supporting churches on Sunday, 
Nov. 16 – First Baptist Church of Hemlock.  My wife and I 
enjoyed our time there and fellowshipping with Pastor and 
Mrs. Tim Ford after the service. 

On Monday and Tuesday, I hosted the annual Arise 
Conference at Lighthouse Bible Baptist Church.  Six of my 
Board members preached from Psalm 23 with each one 
taking one verse.  It was fantastic! 

My wife and I hope that you will have a blessed 
Thanksgiving.  

Tom Stiles Preaching Schedule 
November 20 Blessed Hope Baptist Church, Batavia 
December 7    Emmanuel Bible Baptist Church, Martville 
December 14  Seneca Falls Bible Baptist Church 
December 21   Friendship Baptist Church, Rome, NY 
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