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Tom Stiles, Editor                                                                                              October 5, 2022 
God’s Way in the Storm 

“The LORD is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked: the LORD hath his way in 
the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet.”  -- Nahum 1:3  

 Hurricane Ian hit the west coast 
of Florida on Wednesday as a Category 4 
hurricane. Then swept across Florida, 
moved back to the Atlantic Ocean on 
Thursday, and hit the Carolinas on Friday.   

It left an incredible path of destruc-
tion in its wake.   

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis called 
it “a 500-year flood event” noting, “We 
have never seen a flood like this .  . . 
We’ve never seen a storm surge of this 
magnitude.”   

“This storm is having broad impacts across the state 
and some of the flooding you’re going to see in areas 
hundreds of miles from where this made landfall are 
going to set records, and that’s going to obviously be 
things that will need to be responded to,” DeSantis said at 
his press conference. 

The storm left more than 2.5 million Floridians 
without power and caused structural damage to several 
vital pieces of infrastructure, including the Sanibel 
Causeway, which connects the Sanibel Islands to the 
mainland.  Some buildings, cars and boats were swept 
away.   

Florida Lee County Sheriff, Carmine 
Marceno, said on Good Morning America that while the 
figures cannot yet be confirmed, fatalities were possibly in 
the “hundreds”, while “thousands” of people were 
waiting to be rescued.  

President Biden warned that Hurricane Ian could be 
“the deadliest in Florida’s history” and pledged to help 
the impacted states to recover.  He also noted that “At 
times like this, America comes together.  We’re going to 
pull together as one team, as one America.” 

And he for once is right!  It is gratifying to see the 
outpouring of help coming from all over the USA.   

What can we learn from this storm and the other 
storms of life? 

The Old Testament prophet Nahum 
reminds us that  “the LORD hath his way 
in the whirlwind and in the storm.”   

Storms, then, are a part of God’s plan 
for our lives.  There are some things that 
we can only learn by going through a 
storm.  

Storms remind us of God’s power and 
our own frailty.  

When the disciples were going 
through a storm on the Sea of Galilee, 

they thought they would drown, even though they were 
skilled fishermen.  When they woke Jesus, Mark tells us 
“And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the 
sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a 
great calm” (Mark 4:19).  The disciples needed to learn 
that Jesus Christ is the Lord of the wind and wave, and 
that was a lesson that could only be learned by going 
through a storm.  

The Apostle Paul tells us about a “storm” in his life in 
2 Corinthians 12, and the reason for it: 

“And lest I should be exalted above measure through 
the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a 
thorn in the flesh:, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, 
lest I should be exalted above measure.” --2 Corinthians 
12:7 

We all tend to think of ourselves as self-sufficient, and 
storms remind us of our need for God and His grace. 

Storms remind us of God’s promises, such as: 
“The LORD is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; 

and he knoweth them that trust in him.” -- Nahum 1:7  

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 
in trouble.” -- Psalm 46:1  

“And we know that all things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose.” -- Romans 8:28      
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Storms remind us of God’s peace.  When the disciples 
were about to face the greatest “storm” in their lives, 
Jesus told them, “These things I have spoken unto you, 
that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have 
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world” --John 16:33 

Keep your eyes on the Savior not the storm! 

Eagle’s Eye on New York 
“Ye have sown much, and bring in little… and he that 
earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with 
holes.” - Haggai 1:6 
 OUR TAX DOLLARS AT WORK? At the height of the Covid-
19 pandemic in 2020, New York paid $1.4 million to 
Eastman Kodak in Rochester for isopropyl alcohol used in 
the production of NYS Clean hand sanitizer — the 
brainchild of then-Governor Andrew Cuomo, who turned 
to prison labor to make the free product amid a national 
shortage.  Now New York is paying Kodak again — this 
time $2.3 million — to dispose of 700,000 gallons of 
unused and expired sanitizer and extract the isopropyl 
alcohol for other manufacturing uses. 
GOOD BYE GASOLINE DRIVEN CARS: On Thursday, 
New York Governor Kathy Hochul announced that the 
State Department of Environmental Conservation would 
soon be issuing new regulations that would ban the sale 

of new gasoline-powered vehicles by 
2035. "In New York, every week is 
climate week," Hochul declared. 
"And we're committed to protecting 
our environment and combating 
climate change every single day. ... 

Electric vehicles are the key to achieving this." Hochul 
noted that the eventual banning of fossil fuel-powered 
vehicles would be done on a progressive scale beginning 
in 2026 with mandating that 35% of all new vehicles sold 
must be electric; that percentage rises to 68% by 2030.  
SPANKING:  The Albany Times Union: “Despite a state 
ban on corporal punishment, investigators and school 
officials substantiated more than 1,600 complaints of 
corporal punishment in New York public and charter 
schools from 2016 through 2021…The records showed 
educators pushed, slapped, hit, pinched, spanked, 
dragged, choked or forcefully grabbed students in 
numerous incidents around the state, the majority of 
which took place in New York City Public Schools.  Gov. 
Kathy Hochul on Wednesday condemned corporal 
punishment as ‘abhorrent’ and not appropriate in any 
circumstances.” (9/29/22) 

We should note three things: 
(1) “Pushing, slapping, hitting, pinching, etc. are not 

examples of spanking.  They are examples of child 
abuse. 

(2) God commands parents to spank they children: 
“Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the 
rod of correction shall drive it far from him.” -- 
Proverbs 22:15  
And describes it as an act of love: 
“He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that 
loveth him chasteneth him betimes.” - Proverbs 13:24 

(3) If more parents spanked their disobedient children, 
there would be less crime and violence in our cities.     

Eagle’s Eye on the Nation 
“He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in 
much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in 

much.” - Luke 16:10  
They did it again.  Instead of passing a budget, 

Congress passed a continuing resolution to avoid a 
government shutdown. The Senate passed the bill on 
Thursday (72 to 25) and the House (230 to 201).  

The continuing resolution includes billions in funding 
for initiatives such as the Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program, water infrastructure and economic 
and military support for Ukraine 

Congress is now in recess until after the election on 
November 8.  

Ministry Report 
On Sunday, September 25, I 

preached at Truthville Baptist Church in 
the morning and had a great time.  In 
the evening I preached at Greater Glens 
Falls Bible Baptist Church and  was 
surprised to see Pastor Guy Goodell 
there.  He is recovering from recent 
pancreatic cancer surgery and had some setbacks.  Please 
continue to pray for him. 

I will be attending NYACS’ Christian Educators’ 
Conference in Binghamton, NY on Thursday and Friday.   

Tom Stiles Speaking Schedule 
 October 9 Friendship Baptist Church, Rome, NY (AM) 
                Emmanuel Bible Baptist Church, Martville (PM) 
October. 16  Folsomdale Baptist Church, Cowlesville, NY 
October 23 Adirondack Baptist Church, Gloversville, NY 
October 30 Hilltop Baptist Church, Angola, NY 
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